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Hearing the call to affinity groups
Call to Service

By Seunghwan Jin 
News Editor 

South Kent School initiated a new 
system for the upper forms this year. 
Points, form meetings, and educational 
arrangements have all changed this 
year. 

Returning students are noticing 
many changes. Among the largest 
change impacting the upper forms is 
the change to the form meeting, which 
is now called affinity group. There 
are three affinity groups (see related 
stories). 

Until last year, all students all had 
form meetings, in which, followed by 
their forms, they all had to punctually 
come to the meetings and talk about 
the future plans, beef the points, and 
so on. However, these new affinity 
groups have replaced form meetings 
for the upper forms. The Third Form 

Members 
of Call to 
Explore re-
hearse lines 
in front of the 
Chapel.

Call to Explore Call to Adventure

Continued on Page 3

By Tae Hoon Kim 
Editor

 
The Call to Adventure affinity 

group is all about learning about the 
outdoors, and  at the same time stu-
dents are learning how to push beyond 
what they think their limits are. 

The group is led by Mr. Patrick 
Bonis, Mr. Owen Finberg, Mr. Mike 
Daniels, Mrs. Kelly Capobianco, Mr. 
David Macomber, Mr. Eric Soltys, 
Mr. Tim Henderson, and Mr. Anthony 
Larson. 

Mr. Bonis hopes that through the 
group’s activities students obtain “a 
better understanding of themselves 
and the outdoors. I also want them to 
realize the importance of our natural 
environment, and how it can show us 
there is no sure thing as being over 
prepared.” 

In the first two meetings, Call 

Continued on Page 3

By Chenshu Rong   
Staff Reporter  

Exploring one’s creative side is open-
ing new doors to the arts for students in the 
Call to Explore affinity group. 

The leaders of the group are Mrs. 
Cheryl Moore, Mr. Walter Moore, Mr. 
Marcus Cooper, Mr. Don Mousted, Mr. 
Cruz Zoeller, Mr. Keenan Sheridan, Mr. 
Ken Brown and Mr. Kelvin Jefferson.

There are three groups in Call to 
Explore and each group has two faculty 
members, except the theater group, which 
has three. The biggest group is the chorus 
which is the music group. The smallest 
group is the theater group, but eventually 
the theater group wills combine with the 
others to produce a huge production.

“This is a group that will produce 
a theater production, a musical produc-
tion and are also planning to put together 
a huge grid painting. After it is finished, 
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EDITORIAL

it will be hung in the ARC,” said Mrs. 
Moore.

The painting ideas are based on the 
athletic seasons. So each season they will 
have different photos or project. 

“They will start painting a soccer 
photo that Leo Fan ’11 took last year. It’s a 
very cool picture,” Mrs. Moore said. 

And after finishing the soccer painting, 
they will start a great basketball painting 
and after that they will do either baseball 
or lacrosse. They will cover all the major 
sports in each season, and also try to cover 
the other sports and afterschool activities.

The theater group is working on theme 
which is from the play “Henry V.” “They 
chose a famous theme, which was when 
Henry V gives a speech to his soldiers 
when they were out number facing their 
enemies,” Mrs. Moore said. “They will 
choose eight students do the speech. The 
chorus will be the part of background 
of these themes. So these all combine 
together.”

Exploring creativity
Continued from Page 1

This year began with the excitement of every student receiving an iPad as a new 
technology tool at school. With every new change comes challenges. We question 
whether the iPad is meeting the expectations of students and teachers.

One of the purposes is “to help our students get a grip on Digital Citizenship,” ac-
cording to Mr. Gonzo Garcia, director of technology.

The most common way the iPad is being used on campus is for the replacement 
of paper books. Mr. Garcia says that the book on iPad provides the content in a differ-
ent way from the paperback edition where the content is on “printed work consisting 
of pages glued or sewn together along one side and bound in covers.” The replacement 
seems successful, yet many students still struggle through the new technology. Some 
have accidentally purchased both the online edition and the paperback edition, and some 
failed to purchase either. Even if the students have ordered books, a few still seem to be 
missing several books they need for classes. 

Another problem with the iPads is the various applications. Whether it is Angry 
Bird, Words, or others, each student has at least one game app on their iPad. The prob-
lem comes because it is so easy to transition between game and book. It can be done in 
virtually three clicks. This means that in class the students have a strong distraction from 
participating in classes. Some of the teachers are not able to distinguish when students 
are playing games from writing notes. 

Furthermore, despite the school’s change, the world has not yet completely changed. 
We mean that there are still many restrictions when we purely rely on the iPad. Drawing 
various graphs or writing notes becomes troublesome when only using the iPad. These 
result in inefficiency in note taking or performances. Students, in order to solve the prob-
lem, ironically, brought back the paper. Students are starting to take notes with paper and 
pencil or using their laptops as a tool to do homework. 

After a month of adjustment period, students finally got the apps and learned how to 
use them. However, the problem of efficiency remains. 

How effective iPads will be comes down to a matter of honor. Teachers have to 
trust students to be on the correct app, and students need to do what they are supposed 
to do with iPad. Time might be a solution to the matter of how student efficiently uses 
the iPad. The iPad was brought to the community as a new learning device, yet it has 
shown many “side effects.” It is now our job to figure out how we can be truly successful 
adjusting to the changing world and become proper digital citizens.

iPads bring challenges with them

Call to Adventure has gone on several hikes as part of their affinity group time.
Pigtail Photo/Mr. Anthony Larson

http://www.cardinalnewsnetwork.org/south-kent-community/experiencing-the-arts-with-call-to-explore/
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and Fourth Form still operate in much the 
same way, however.  

Affinity groups are divided into three 
sections, Call to Explore, Call to Adven-
ture, and Call to Service. Each has teachers 
leading the groups and students meet at 
Monday and Friday during affinity group 
and core block. 

Call to Service, led by the coordinator 
Father Klots, is working on volunteering. 
He is joined by Mr. Scott Farley, Ms. Aly-
son Dougherty, Mr. Ben Cohon, Mr. Dillon 
Duncan, Mr. Ray Pennucci, Mr. Stan Vylet, 
and Mr. Derek Richardson.

Call to Service is about providing 
service to people who need help. So far 
the group has participated in the annual 
Crop Walk, which raises money for hungry 
people around the world; as well as serving 
lunch to seniors in Kent and collecting re-
cycling around campus. On Friday, a group 
of students went to serve dinner at a soup 
kitchen in Hartford.

Continued from Page 1

Call to Service 
assists  
community

By Seunghwan Jin  News Editor 

Being a four-year boy at South Kent, I have seen many changes. This year is 
the most dramatic year because everything I knew about the school seems to have 
changed. Even the number of students attending the school and how the school runs 
has altered.

I was assigned to be in Call to Service with the coordinator Father Steve Klots. At 
first, it was interesting to consider why affinity group was substituted for form meet-
ings and separated into three groups. 

No one can judge which is better since it is just a beginning; however what I know 
is that I feel more comfortable with this be-
cause in the past the form meeting was just 
too boring. There was not really a specific 
point of meeting except the beef session, which students beef their points if they have 
excuse. Most of the time, students were often dismissed even before the meeting was 
over. Thus, I am more in support of the new affinity group concept.

Call to Service is about providing service to others. Students in this group volun-
teer for a variety of activities. 

I believe it is important to provide community service and it is something that 
I’ve volunteered to do each year. Father Klots leads by example on this and can be 
seen volunteering for various activities throughout the year. Father Klots is known for 
being a diligent man. As long as he has spare time to spend, he serves the community, 
such as running the chapel, volunteering, and all other things that are benevolent to the 
society; and the point of Call to Service group to him is to implant his ideas to students 
why they have to serve services. His precision in works have earned him claims and 
Call to Service is another challenge that he is working on. 

He has a plan for students and keeps reminding students why volunteering is im-
portant. In the end, Call to Service is really about stepping up to help those who need 
help. 

Believes service is important

in my opinion

Seeking adventures 
on outdoor hikes
Continued from Page 1
to Adventure was shown a video of rock 
climbers. At the third meeting, the group 
was taught few knots that are simple, but 
extremely important in rock climbing. 

On the first Friday meeting, the Affini-
ty group was divided into three sub-groups, 
and each group climbed different moun-
tains. The group with Mr. Bonis climbed 
Bull Mountain and recorded the activity on 
his iPhone. He has an app that records all 
the data about the climbs, including statis-
tics about altitude changes, miles traveled, 
and the speed of the hike.

On Sept. 19, the affinity group was 
instructed on the usage of different types of 
gear and how useful they can be, and how 
dangerous they can possibly be. 

“The plan for the Call to Adventure 
affinity group is to use the outdoors to 
humble the young men in the group by 
expanding their perspective on the chal-
lenges nature can’t help but provide,” Mr. 
Bonis said.

Walking 10 miles was part of the annual Crop Walk Sept. 25 in Falls Village and was one of the 
first activities done by Call to Service. From left, Sixth Former Yun Suk Park, Fifth Formers Noah 
Williams and Yanan Jiang walk together.

Pigtail Photo/Haofeng Li
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Mid-Autumn Festival enjoyed 
with off-campus dinner

By Bohan Chen  
Staff Reporter

 
Chinese people celebrate a traditional 

meal in September, honoring the goddess 
Chang E, who is one of the most popular 
goddesses in Chinese legend. 

In the old Chinese story, Chang E 
lives on the moon with a rabbit and a man, 
whose name is Wu gang. Chang E has the 
power to control the light of the moon; She 
reflects light to the dark sides on the earth 
to protect innocent people and punish bad 
guys. By doing so, she brings peace and 
happiness to people. Chinese people, these 
days, specially honor Chang E on a set 
day every year, which is called the Mid-
Autumn Festival.

During the Mid-Autumn Festival, 
families have a meal and eat moon cakes, 
which are traditional foods of the festival.

South Kent School celebrated the 
festival Sept. 14 with a dinner off campus, 
which was organized by Father Steve Klots 
and Mengdi Hao, a prefect from China. 
They organized the event to help Asian 
students feel comfortable, just like they 
were at home. The dinner also allowed the 
new students to know what South Kent 

School is, and also provided a good chance 
for them to make friends.

“I enjoyed the meal and I had a good 
time,” said Masanobu Hayama, a Fourth 
Former from Japan. This is his first time 
in America. “The food is delicious and I 
love the unique moon cakes.” He thought 
the moon cakes tasted like Japanese Anko, 
which is Japanese bean jam.

 Letian Le, a Fourth Former from 
China, first came to South Kent School 
for Summer School in August. The dinner 
made him feel better, as he didn’t feel 
homesick anymore. The food tasted very 
good, he said, and he enjoyed the moon 
cakes. He thinks it will be one of his best 
memories for him this year.

 During mid-Autumn Festival meal, 
there were about 25 students at the dinner 
and all attending seemed to enjoy their 
meals. Students and teachers also enjoyed 
the conversation and several new students 
made some new friends.

 At the end of the dinner, Head of 
School Andrew Vadnais made a speech and 
greeted everyone with “ GanBei”, which 
means cheers in Chinese. Students agreed 
that the dinner at Panda Empire was a great 
example of peace and happiness and the 
goddess Chang E would be pleased.

What is moon cake?
Most mooncakes consist of a thin, 

tender skin enveloping a sweet, dense 
filling, and may contain one or more 
whole salted egg yolks in its center to 
symbolise the full moon. Very rarely, 
mooncakes are also served steamed or 
fried. Traditional mooncakes have an 
imprint on top consisting of the Chinese 
characters for “longevity” or “harmony”, 
as well as the name of the bakery and 
the filling inside. Imprints of the moon, 
the Chang E woman on the moon, 
flowers, vines, or a rabbit (symbol of the 
moon) may surround the characters for 
additional decoration.

Mooncakes are considered a deli-
cacy; production is labor-intensive and 
few people make them at home. 

Mrs. Pixie Brown and Father Steve Klots talk with Fifth Formers Bojun Wang and Yanan Jiang.

Photos by Bohan Chen

Sweet and sour pork and soup.

Steamed dumplings.

Lobster was one 
of the dishes that 
students enjoyed 
during the Mid-
Autumn Festival 
dinner.
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iPads invade the Hillside
Did you “wake up” 
your iPad today?
By Chao “Jack” Huang 

Staff Reporter

Each student received an iPad as a 
gift from the school at the beginning of 
the Fall Term. 

Students are required to bring their 
iPads to each class during the academic 
day. Some students are making jokes 
with their friends and even change their 
greetings to ask, “Did you wake up your 
iPad today?” in place of “How are you 
today?”

The iPad is definitely a high-tech 
product in the 21st century. It is a new 
tool that is influencing the way people 
live, in areas of business, trade, adver-
tisement, education and entertainment. 

Teachers welcome the addition to 
their curriculum.

“With the advancement in technol-
ogy, students need to get prepared for 
classrooms of the future,’ said Mr. Kevin 
Vining, the Applied Technology teacher 
in the Fourth Form. “Also, having infor-
mation or the ability to find things right 
at your fingertips is a powerful thing in 
the education environment.”

Teachers have had iPads since De-
cember 2010 but it has been challenging 
to develop this year’s curriculum with 
the tablets.

“There is a learning curve for the 
teachers as well with all new technology.  
I enjoy and embrace these challenges 
and changes,” Mr. Vining said. “(With) 
changes comes new ideas, new ways of 
learning subjects and information.” 

Students spent the first week setting 
up accounts, downloading requested apps 
and materials, and learning how to use 
the iPad. One benefit from using iPad is 
a reduction of the amount of paper used. 
The iPad achieved the goal of using 
digital textbooks and electronic services 
instead of paperback editions. Google 
Docs on iPad also provides a network 
platform that organizes homework for 
teachers and students. 

“E-mail pushing” is a function being 
used by everyone with e-mails remind-

ers. The era of heavy school bags seems to 
have left the campus.

“I think that the iPad helps me in some 
ways, but also proves a disadvantage at 
others,” said William Hoadley, a Fourth 
Former from South Kent. “Everything is 
much more organized on the iPad, rather 
than have all my papers all over the place.  
The disadvantages are that the iPad comes 
with is the keyboard and the difficulty in 
typing work up quickly.  Another disad-
vantage is having to go back to the home 
screen then switching back and forth.” 

Some students are complaining that 
teachers force them to use the iPad. For ex-
ample, MathXL does not work perfectly on 
the iPad, as students don’t want to spend 
more time finger-tipping on the iPad. They 
prefer to use laptops to save time and it is 
much easier in this way.

The convenience of high technol-
ogy is based on a perfect support system. 
Some book companies were not prepared 
to sell electronic versions, so students 
had to buy a hard copy. Some web sites 
run Flash and this does not display prop-
erly on the iPad. Students are finding that 
laptops still have an important position in 
students’ lives. 

Teachers are very conscious of the 
possibility of games being played in class 
and students might be using their iPad in 
ways it shouldn’t be used.

   Pushing forward with technology 
is great. Students are realizing that tools, 
such as the iPad, can help them lead an 
easier and happier life, and hopefully not 
make life harder.

Gianluca Vallini uses his iPad in the Science Building.
Pigtail Photo/Chenshu Rong

see CardinalNewsNetwork.org

http://www.cardinalnewsnetwork.org/south-kent-community/technology-innovations-at-sks/
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Exploring High 
Mountain  
Institute
Fifth Former Jake Cho is spend-
ing a semester at High Mountain 
Institute in Colorado.  He will 
return to South Kent in January. 

Photos  
by Jake Cho
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By Oscar Chang, 
Chi-Chen Hsieh  

Staff Reporters

This year’s prefects are a diverse 
group of students.

Nino Hernandez, a four-year boy from 
Newark, New Jersey, is the head prefect 
for 2011-2012. As a head prefect, Nino 
makes sure the school functions smoothly, 
including the management of the disciplin-
ary system. 

As a four-year boy, he loves the idea 
of the affinity groups this year. 

“Affinity group enhances the relation-
ship between the boys and strengthens the 
competitive ability of this community,” 
said Nino.  He believes that affinity group 
brings students together, allowing students 
to experience what they have never done 
before. 

Yun Suk, a four-year boy from South 
Korea, is the Sacristan prefect. As the Sac-
ristan, he goes to chapel 30 minutes before 
chapel begins and lights the candles. After 
the service, he leads the group cleaning up 
the chapel. The most important job is to 
make sure the chapel remains silent at the 
beginning of the services. 

On Mondays, he sing as a member of 
chorus. 

“I enjoy singing songs,” said Yun Suk. 
Yun Suk is also a dorm senior in 

Gilder. He hopes, by the end of the year, 
that everyone in this community develops 
respect for each other.

Jangu Chothia, a three-year boy from 
Ghana, is a disciplinary prefect. His job 
is to take attendance during assembly and 
chapel. 

“The discipline system is of critical 

importance,” he said. Jangu is responsible 
for checking to see if students are getting 
where they need to be. Jangu is also a 
dorm senior in Gilder.  

Mengdi Hao, a two-year boy from 
China, is the international prefect. His job 
is to deal with conflicts or problems among 
international students. 

“South Kent School exists as a 
community brimming with passion and 
enthusiasm,” Mengdi said. He believes that 
students from all around the world recog-
nize South Kent as a welcoming communi-
ty. He expects that the affinity groups will 
consolidate the students’ brotherhood.      

Jimmy O’Connor, a four-year boy 
from Arlington, Mass, is a campus life 

prefect, making sure everybody around the 
community is happy and keep up the spirit 
around campus. He lives in Fieldhouse 
Dorm. He is supportive of the new affinity 
group program.

“Affinity group is a good program, 
making sure everyone is spreading their 
horizon that sometime they are not confi-
dent doing,” said Jimmy. He believes that 
affinity group help the fifth formers, sixth 
formers and PGs to reach out to each other. 

Compare to the past three years, South 
Kent School had a technological break-
through this year. “Its technology is un-
touchable,” Jimmy said. On account of the 
use of the iPad, he said that the technology 
makes South Kent distinguished from other 
schools.

Prefects SHARE THOUGHTS

The 2011-12 prefects from left, Yun Suk Park, Jimmy O’Connor, Nino Hernandez, Mengdi Hao, 
and Jangu Chothia.

Pigtail Photo/Delano Williams

“South Kent School exists as a 
community brimming with passion 

and enthusiasm.”
- Mengdi Hao

“The discipline 
system is of  

critical  
importance.” 

- Jangu Chothia



The Pigtail - Oct. 15, 2011Page 8

Varsity Soccer enjoying undefeated season
By David Lee  

Reporter

Varsity Soccer has been collecting 
wins this season particularly against its 
top rivals.

Once again the Cardinals are seeking 
a New England Championship. The cur-
rent record is 8-0-1. The team is ranked 
at #2 by WNEPSSA (Western New 
England Prep School Soccer Associa-
tion). SKS won the 2008, 2009, 2010 
New England Class B championship and 
in 2006 the Class C championship.

Many players on the team are new, 
except Captain Tre Ming and a few 
players. There are players from Brazil, 
Bermuda, and elsewhere.

Head Coach Owen Finberg is satis-
fied with how well his team is bonding 
together.

“We are still coming together as a 
team, but we have shown flashes of bril-
liant, unselfish attacking play and gutty,” 
he said.

Co-Captain Benjamin Lussier 
mentioned about how each teammate’s 
pressure on each other brings good effect 
on the team.

“We push each other and make each 
other better,” he said.

The team has played several big 

matches past few weeks.
One of the most anticipated games 

was the big match Oct. 5 against Kent, 
known as a derby, a match that is played 
by the teams in the same town or city. The 
extreme rivalry between the two teams 
always makes for an exciting game and 
this year’s match met those expectations. 
The Cardinals came out on top 1-0 against 
Kent, on a goal from Tre. South Kent beat 
Kent last year 2-0 but tied them the year 
before.

SKS faced Hotchkiss, last year’s 
New England Class A champion, twice 
and came out on top both times. Assis-
tant Coach Walter Moore in making the 
announcement said that some thought the 
first win was an aberration. Wednesday’s 
win showed that South Kent’s success was 
“no fluke,” Mr. Moore said. 

The first match Sept. 16 against 
Hotchkiss brought the whole school as a 
community to support for the team. Almost 
every student in South Kent School went 

over to Hotchkiss School to watch the 
game. Hotchkiss students also came out 
to support their team; however, South 
Kent beat Hotchkiss 1-0, goal scored by 
Sean Basak-Smtih #14 on 5th minute, 
rebound after shot from a cross.

One of the biggest they had on their 
first week of their season was match 
against Martin Luther King School 
which is ranked at #14 in the country. 
Although the opponent played in very 
offensive and attacking play, South Kent 
defended well and beat MLK with final 
score of 1-0, goal scored by Tristan 
Fappiano #17 on 15th minute, left foot 
volley after cross and lay off.

Lastly Head Coach Finberg has 
expressed his determination towards his 
goal. 

“We are just starting to formalize 
our team goals for the season but we will 
certainly aim for South Kent’s fourth 
consecutive New England Champion-
ship,” he said.

“...we have shown flashes of  
brilliant, unselfish attacking 

play and gutty.”
- Head Coach Owen Finberg

Captain Tre Ming attacks the 
ball during Wednesday’s game 
against Hotchkiss. South Kent 
beat the Class A champion for 
the second time this year, 1-0.
Pigtail Photo/ Mr. Tom Javery


