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Discipline changes bring back hours
Points can’t be worked off

By Mohammed Al-Shatti 
staff Reporter

Students returned to campus this year to face a new 
disciplinary system that incorporates working off hours for 
missing certain commitments.

Any student who missed a chapel or assembly will have 
to end up working one hour for each commitment they’ve 
missed, whether it’s doing dishwash or working with Mr. 
Chavka at 6:30 in the morning. Some students say that it’s 
too much work. However, the faculty thinks that it’s the right 
disciplinary requirement. 

A committee of 12 faculty members met over the sum-
mer to discuss the disciplinary system at South Kent. They 
examined the students’ efforts to make their commitments. 
They needed to figure out a way in which they could make the 
students attend what they were supposed to be attending. The 
faculty concluded that the school should return to an earlier 
disciplinary system. Previously, SKS had a system in which 
students would have to work off hours. Now, if a student 
doesn’t make it to chapel or assembly, he will be assigned an 
hour.  If a student fails to work off the hours in a week, it will 
turn into points that could not be worked off. 

“A while back we did have hours and points and at some 
point in the last couple of years it morphed into just points, 
which wasn’t really working. That’s why we went back to this 
system,” said Mr. Chavka 

Students have expressed confusion and don’t all agree 
with the new system. They don’t understand why one point is 
now worth a whole hour’s worth of work. One of the prefects, 
Faisal Al Muttawa said the faculty decided this on their own.

“The prefects were not involved in this change,” said 
Faisal. “I had no idea. We found out when all the students 
found out.”

He thinks that there might not be as many jobs needed for 
students to work off that hour.

“I personally do think an hour for a point is a little too 
much,” said Faisal. “So I think it would’ve made more sense 
to have a half hour for one point. I kinda do think it’s too 
much, but at the same time it kinda makes sense.” 

The school’s Community Handbook lists the difference 
between points and hours. 

“Students who violate accountability rules can expect to 

Students were surveyed to see whether they are missing committ-
ments this year, particularly on Tuesday and Thursday mornings.

Chapel time changes

Continued on Page 3

By Kyoung hoon Kim 
Staff Reporter

 
Because too many students skipped Tuesday and Thurs-

day morning chapel in past years, South Kent changed the 
time to just before lunch. Members of the South Kent Com-
munity have had various reactions to this change during the 
Fall Term. 

  Mr. Scott Farley, who is  the Math Department Head 
and adjunct instructor with Syracuse University, said that it 
is still early to see what the effect of the new chapel time will 
be. 

 “(It) remains to be seen if tardiness to class will be a 
problem,” he said, underlining the adverse effects. Classes on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays now begin at 7:45 a.m., so students 
must get out of bed and go directly to class.

However, he implied that the positive consequences of 
the change would indeed outnumber the negative impacts. 
He said that the modification of chapel time “will make a 
stronger community as a result.” Moreover, he mentioned 
that he “served on two committees this summer, discipline 
and scheduling, and this was recommended by both sets of 
teachers.” 

“Like any change, it will take time to see if it has the 
intended results and if it is a positive change for the commu-
nity,” Mr. Farley said.

Continued on Page 3
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EDITORIAL
The time has come to consider changing the start of the day at South Kent. We pro-

pose moving the time of morning assembly to later in the morning. This would 
benefit students and the school as a whole.

Having morning assemblies is not popular among many of the students 
at South Kent. The problem most of the boys have with morning assembly is 
that there is usually not much to be announced, and the students who have free 
blocks right after would rather get a few extra hours of sleeping in, instead of 
attending. Therefore it has become a source of hours and eventually points ac-
cumulation by students.

We understand the reasoning behind assembly in the morning - to make sure 
students are awake for their first period class and to make sure they do not sleep 
through. We believe that  many students sleep through assembly but still make 
their first period class on time, so it really defeats the purpose of having assem-
bly first thing in the morning.

We also believe there is value in students hearing the Head of School’s mes-
sage several times a week.   

We propose an alternative time for the assembly period. We believe that as-
sembly after first period, or even second period, would be more appropriate and 
fit better into the students’ schedules. The change of chapel time this year proves 
that students are able to get up and make it to class at 7:45 a.m.

Also sometimes during assembly in the morning when the students do wake 
up, the assembly is too brief. This is not fair to the students that struggle to get 
out of bed in the morning just to attend an assembly that is so short. Students 
start to question why they should even attend.

Later assemblies would allow both students and faculty to be more awake 
and more receptive to the messages shared. It would also cut out a lot of the ac-
countability points that are clogging up the disciplinary system. We hope that the 
school will consider this change because of all the benefits it will bring to South 
Kent.

Assembly time should be later

Sunrise over the Hilliside of South Kent on a recent morning this fall.

Photo by 
Sun Yi

Concert Preview
Music students have been performing this 
week prior to the concert that will be held Fri-
day at 4:30 p.m. in the Assembly Hall. Justin 
Kim, a fourth former, was one of the musi-
cians and he played the prelude in chapel 
Tuesday morning.
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New chapel time 
welcomed 
Continued from Page 1

Tatsunori Yuzuki, who is a fifth for-
mer and a U-18 Selects Hockey player, 
said that he likes the new time of chapel. 

 “I prefer this new time (rather) than 
early in the morning because when the 
chapel was in the early morning, I could 
not focus on what the faculty were saying 
because of sleepiness during chapel. Also 
I take first block off during Tuesday, so I 
can take some extra sleep before class, so 
I think it is nice for the change.” 

However he mentions that “the new 
chapel time is sometimes confusing, but 
it is not that bad.” 

In addition, many students believe 
that chapel attendance has increased 
significantly. The students said the main 
reason why they don’t skip chapel is be-
cause the chapel is right before the lunch, 
therefore they have no reason to miss it. 

Even though the new chapel time 
brought some confusion to the communi-
ty, however as Mr. Farley mentioned, “it 
will take time to see if it has the intended 
results.” With more than a month since 
the chapel time change, how the new 
chapel time affects the community has to 
be watched.

A survey of students revealed that 
61 percent like the new time. The faculty 
survey revealed 88.2 percent like the new 
time. 

receive disciplinary hours. Hours are intended to be worked off 
during the week or weekends at designated times, supervised by 
a faculty member or senior prefect. Hours that are not worked off 
in a timely manner will be converted into points and be added to a 
student’s point total.” 

The following is list of possible Accountability Offenses:
Unexcused Absence: (Assembly, Chapel, Form Meeting, For-

mal Dinner and/or mandatory meals)
Digital Citizenship Violation
Dorm Violation
Dress Code Violation
Late to Dorm Check-In
Late to Class, Meals or Sports
Study Hall Violation
Up After Lights-Out
Failure to Abide by Travel Plans
Violation of language policy

“Students who violate procedural rules will receive points 
and possible hours.  Points for the violation of procedural rules 
may not be worked off and will be added to a student’s point 
total,” according to the handbook.

Campus Sign-In / Sign-Out Violation
Disrupting Learning Environment
Guest / Visitor Violation
Insubordination
Living Outside Spirit of Community
Out After Hours
Tobacco Violation
Unexcused Absence - Class or Mandatory Appointment
Unexcused Absence Athletics - Practice and Games
Unexcused Absence - Community Event
Violation of Language Policy

Discipline system changes to points and hours
Continued from Page 1

Students

Faculty

 “I prefer this new time (rather) than 

early in the morning...” - Tatsunori Yuzuki

See www.cardinalnewsnetwork for additional graphics.
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Music and writing students with Dr. Lee and Ms. Worthington at Yale University.

Music, writing students visit Yale
Compiled from staff 

reports

Students in the Cardinal News writing 
activity and the Music program were able 
to experience a unique field trip earlier this 
month. The students took a took a trip Oct. 
4 to Yale University in New Haven, CT. 

The first activity the group experi-
enced was attending a chamber music con-
cert. The high-level music performance of 
Yale students impressed every South Kent 
student and broadened their horizons. The 
Yale students came from many different 
areas of the world. 

Seho Chun, a sixth former, enjoyed 
the trip, calling it a “good experience.” 

“It was my first concert in the United 
States and I was impressed that students 
have that much talent,” Seho said.

Fifth former Kyoung Hoon Kim said 
the visit allowed him to see the quality of a 
university music program. 

“The Yale University trip gave me an 
idea how good the (music) students need 
to be on an instrument to go to Yale. It was 
an impressive sound they made through the 
instruments,” he said.

After the concert, the students had a 
private campus tour with one of the Yale 
undergraduate students. 

“The introduction was fascinating that 
made all the students feel Yale’s vibrant 
residential life on campus,” said Yuhao 
“Howard” Li. “One thing that interested 
me the most is the architecture design of 
the Yale buildings.”

He explained that Yale’s library had an 
appearance of the church because the ar-
chitect designed the location of the church 
at the corner of the campus instead of at 
the center of the campus, which is the loca-
tion that Yale wanted the church to be. Yale 
did not take the architect’s plan for the 
church building and changed the idea into 
building a library. The construction was 
finished in the 20th century. Interestingly, 
the school decided to make the library look 
older by setting its surface on fire. That’s 
an interesting way that Yale uses to reshape 
its architecture, Howard said. 

The group also visited the university’s 
museum of musical instruments and Dr. 
Sarah Sung Lee was able to demonstrate 
the sound of a harpsichord.

Sixth former Mohammed Al-Shatti 

said that the visit gave him insight into 
how the college was formed. 

“They were talking about the com-
munity that Yale built. It was almost like a 
little town,” Mohammed said. “We finally 
ended the day off by going to Seoul, a 
Korean restaurant, where we had a very 
delicious and cultural meal. Overall it was 
a great trip, I really did learn a lot.” 

Kyoung Hoon said the best part for 
him was the dessert at Arethusa Ice Cream.

 “At $3.50, it was such a great deal. 
The ice cream shop said the ice cream is 
one scoop, however the fact was it was 
3 scoops. Most people who got their ice 
cream in a cone were not able to finish it.”

Overall, Seho said he now has a bet-
ter understanding of why Yale is such a 
desired college by so many.

“Now I understand why people are 
dreaming to go college as soon as possible 
after they graduate high school,” Seho 
said.

Left: The field trip included a guided 
tour of the Yale campus. Below: The 
university’s rare books are stored in 
this building that has no traditional 
windows to protect the manuscripts.

Photos by Mohammed Al-Shatti
More photos cardinalnewsnetwork.org
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New history teacher joins faculty
SKS family welcomes 
Mr. Kevin Benz 
By Yuhao “Howard” Li 

Staff Reporter

Although this year is Mr. Kevin 
Benz’s first year teaching at South Kent, 
he has already won the favor of many 
students. 

“I feel that Mr. Benz is going to 
be my favorite teacher this year,” said 
Hunter Kochiss, a fifth former students 
from connecticut. “He is a young teacher. 
I feel that I can relate to him a lot.”

Being a student in Mr. Benz’s US 
History class, Hunter is amazed by Mr. 
Benz’s teaching style. 

His teaching technique is unique. 
Instead of following the books, Mr. 
Benz brings up some interesting topics 
to get students’ attention and encourage 
students to share their opinions,” said 
Hunter. “By doing so, Mr. Benz is able to 
know each student’s understanding of the 
materials and make the class time well-
spent for most of the people.” 

“I used to think that history is boring 
and hard. However, Mr. Benz changed 
my perspective of this subject. He jokes a 
lot in the class, which makes the contents 
interesting and comprehensible for the 
students,” Hunter said with a huge smile 
on his face. 

Besides, Mr. Benz not only has a 
special approach to teaching, but also has 
a great interest and passion on the subject 
he teaches, US history.  

“US history is one of the most 
interesting subjects to me. The reason is 
the concepts or the information that I can 
learn from this subject are closely related 
to my country,” said Mr. Benz. “I hope 
that everyone has an interest in knowing 
the historical background of their native 
country. Learning this background can 
help a person achieve a better under-
standing of his or her country’s current 
governing systems.”

This year is Mr. Benz’s fourth year 
teaching US History. In the past three 
years, Mr. Benz taught US History 
and World History at Wyoming Semi-
nary College Preparatory School and 

Ross School; both of which are board-
ing schools. One of the most memorable 
experience that he had in these three years 
was seeing people from different cultural 
backgrounds adding their own personal 
insight during discussions. 

“Students who come from different 
countries and lived under different cir-
cumstances can share completely different 
perspectives. When I was teaching the 
history of Confucius, I thought that he was 
still considered a relevant philosopher in 
China.  My students corrected me that even 
though the general ideas behind Confucius 
are applicable, most people in China con-
sider Confucius to be part of the past not 
present.  For me, this was very humbling.  
I learn everyday from my students,” said 
Mr. Benz. 

Mr. Benz mentioned that he has taught 
students from the Middle East and parts of 
Africa, who offer new perspectives on the 
United States’ foreign policy in the region.  
“Seeing different perspective of different 
countries enriches the class atmosphere 
and always makes me forget who is the 
teacher in the class,” said Mr. Benz

However, Mr. Benz changed his tone 
when he referred to his own high school 
US History teacher. 

“He thought he was good, but he 

Mr. Kevin Benz works with one of his fifth form students, Yuhao “Howard” Li.
Photo by Sun Yi

was rude and intimidating. He always 
mocked students and left them feeling 
inferior rather than empowered,” said 
Mr. Benz. “I used to love history, but this 
experience unfortunately turned me off 
of the subject.” 

Luckily, Mr. Benz recovered his 
interest in history at college. He did a 
double major in History and Art History 
at Hobart and William Smith College. 
After graduating from college, Mr. Benz 
started in education. The experience in 
high school history class left a painful 
memory to Mr. Benz and convinced him 
not to teach students in a certain way.

The reason Mr. Benz chose to study 
Art History as his second major may sur-
prise students. To many people, Art His-
tory seems like a whole different genre of 
history. Mr. Benz learned a lot from this 
second major. “My advisor in college 
recommended that I take Art History 
along with my courses in History. I took 
the course and was surprised how much 
of what I was learning history could be 
portrayed in Art History and vice versa.”  

“Students may forget the details 
of our history but I hope to prepare my 
students for life in college, as well as 
when my students enter the workforce,” 
he said. 
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Sports
By Junhee Han  
Staff Reporter

This year the Prep Basketball players 
are practicing hard, even after study hall. 
Many of them go to the gym to improve 
their skills shooting and handling the ball. 
There are 14 players, and three returners 
became captains, Jared Whitt, Malachi de 
Sousa and Anthony Nelson. 

Coach Bill Barton is a main coach 
of the team. According to several play-
ers, coaches and captains lead their team 
nicely. 

The season will start in mid-Novem-
ber, with the first game Nov. 15, so they 
are practicing hard to get better results 
than the team has seen in past years. Post 
Grad Jaiyer Jinwright is one of the new 
basketball players who is practicing hard. 

“Everything is going well for the 
most part. As the pre-season progresses, 
the team has come together more and 
more,” Jai said. 

Practices increase for Prep Basketball 

After shoulder and knee injuries, he’s 
looking forward to a healthy season. He 
has a passion for basketball and wants to 
achieve a dream.

“I love basketball. This extra year is 
going to help me recover from my injury 
and prepare physically for college,” Jai 
said.

Jared Whitt, a post grad, is a captain of 
the team who leads team and has worked 
to bond the players.

“Along with working out together 
every day, we spend a lot of time together 
as a team in the dorms, dining hall, and in 
the classroom,” Jared said.

“Our goal is to win the NEPSAC AA 
championship,” Jared said. “The hardest 
part is facing the adversity that comes with 
having a group of guys from many differ-

ent places and backgrounds, but we always 
find a way to get things done.”

This year’s team may have many dif-
ferent players but continuity in the quality 
of play is expected.

“There’s not much of a difference 
from last year; we have another group of 
good, hardworking individuals with a com-
mon goal.”

As the captain he feels a responsibility 
to his team and tries to help new players, 
as well as work on his own career.

“The most important thing in my bas-
ketball career is to use the game as a tool 
to go to a good school and get a good job,” 
Jared said.

All players are ready for the games to 
start in November, and this will be the first 
step toward their dreams.

Post Grad Jaiyer Jinwright shoots during a recent practice and sinks his shot.

Post Grad Joshua Galloway makes a one-
handed dunk during a recent practice.

Photos by Mohammed Al-Shatti
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